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Whitehead’s	
  philosophy	
  

•  Whitehead’s	
  philosophy	
  =	
  the	
  crea5ve	
  response	
  
to	
  a	
  profound	
  sense	
  of	
  dissa5sfac5on	
  with	
  the	
  
oversights	
  of	
  inherited	
  doctrines	
  

•  Inherited	
  doctrines:	
  Newton’s	
  scien5fic	
  
materialism	
  &	
  Hume’s	
  sensa5onalist	
  empiricism	
  

•  Alterna5ve	
  doctrines:	
  Maxwell’s	
  
electromagne5sm	
  &	
  philosopher-­‐psychologists’	
  
radical	
  empiricism	
  



Whitehead’s	
  revolt	
  

•  against	
  the	
  bifurca5on	
  of	
  nature	
  into	
  the	
  
world	
  of	
  science	
  and	
  that	
  of	
  inui5on	
  

•  Pathology	
  =	
  the	
  promo5on	
  of	
  the	
  specula5ve	
  
concepts	
  of	
  the	
  natural	
  sciences,	
  as	
  if	
  they	
  are	
  
the	
  ul5mate	
  categories	
  of	
  explana5on	
  +	
  the	
  
demo5on	
  of	
  the	
  deep	
  intui5ons	
  of	
  mankind,	
  
as	
  if	
  they	
  are	
  nothing	
  but	
  illusions	
  

•  Pathology	
  =	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  root	
  causes	
  of	
  today’s	
  
global	
  ecological	
  crisis	
  



Whitehead’s	
  cry	
  &	
  criterion	
  

• “The	
  sole	
  appeal	
  is	
  to	
  
intui5on”	
  

	
  
• “Conformity	
  to	
  intui5ve	
  
experience”	
  



Hume’s	
  sensa5onalist	
  empiricism	
  

•  Reduc5on	
  of	
  percep5on	
  to	
  sense	
  percep5on	
  
•  Pure	
  sense	
  percep5on	
  reveals	
  a	
  procession	
  of	
  
sense	
  data,	
  but	
  no	
  process	
  to	
  render	
  it	
  
intelligible	
  

•  All	
  relatedness	
  of	
  nature	
  (spa5al,	
  causal,	
  …)	
  
was	
  demolished	
  by	
  Hume	
  and	
  conceived	
  as	
  
the	
  outcome	
  of	
  mere	
  psychological	
  
associa5on	
  



Newton’s	
  scien5fic	
  materialism	
  

•  Nature	
  =	
  succession	
  of	
  instants	
  of	
  spa5al	
  
distribu5on	
  of	
  bits	
  of	
  maWer	
  

•  Issue	
  1:	
  the	
  no5on	
  of	
  dura5onless	
  instants	
  
renders	
  unintelligible	
  the	
  equa5ons	
  of	
  mo5on	
  

•  Issue2:	
  the	
  no5on	
  of	
  simply	
  located	
  bits	
  of	
  
maWer	
  renders	
  unintelligible	
  the	
  law	
  of	
  
gravita5on	
  



Combining	
  Hume	
  &	
  Newton	
  

•  we	
  obtain:	
  a	
  field	
  of	
  percep5on	
  devoid	
  of	
  any	
  
data	
  for	
  its	
  own	
  interpreta5on	
  &	
  a	
  system	
  of	
  
interpreta5on	
  devoid	
  of	
  any	
  reason	
  for	
  the	
  
concurrence	
  of	
  its	
  factors	
  

•  lack	
  of	
  discrimina5on	
  &	
  meaning	
  
è	
  The	
  views	
  of	
  Hume	
  &	
  Newton	
  are	
  gravely	
  
defec5ve.	
  They	
  omit	
  our	
  intui5ve	
  modes	
  of	
  
understanding.	
  	
  



Maxwell’s	
  electromagne5sm	
  

•  The	
  whole	
  universe	
  =	
  a	
  field	
  of	
  force,	
  a	
  field	
  of	
  
incessant	
  ac5vity	
  

•  Overcomes	
  Newton’s	
  fallacy	
  of	
  simple	
  
loca5on:	
  “In	
  a	
  sense,	
  everything	
  is	
  everywhere	
  
at	
  all	
  5mes”	
  

•  “The	
  fundamental	
  concepts	
  are	
  ac5vity	
  and	
  
process	
  …	
  Modern	
  physics	
  is	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  
internal	
  rela5ons	
  within	
  a	
  complex	
  state	
  of	
  
ac5vity”	
  



An5-­‐associa5onism:	
  radical	
  empiricism	
  

•  Even	
  in	
  visual	
  percep5on,	
  we	
  are	
  directly	
  aware	
  
of	
  the	
  causal	
  efficacy	
  of	
  the	
  body	
  

•  More:	
  all	
  present	
  experience	
  discloses	
  two	
  
sources	
  of	
  deriva5on:	
  body	
  &	
  soul	
  (=	
  stream	
  of	
  
experience)	
  

•  We	
  (body	
  &	
  soul)	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  and	
  the	
  world	
  
is	
  in	
  us	
  è	
  the	
  relatedness	
  of	
  nature	
  involves	
  
mutual	
  immanence	
  

•  For	
  example:	
  causal	
  relatedness	
  =	
  each	
  occasion	
  
presupposes	
  the	
  antecedent	
  world	
  as	
  ac5ve	
  in	
  its	
  
own	
  nature	
  	
  



Combining	
  electromagne5sm	
  &	
  	
  
radical	
  empiricism	
  

•  brings	
  together	
  the	
  conclusions	
  of	
  physical	
  
science	
  and	
  the	
  habitual	
  persua5ons	
  
domina5ng	
  mankind	
  

•  Whitehead	
  overcomes	
  the	
  bifurca5on	
  of	
  
nature	
  into	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  science	
  and	
  that	
  of	
  
the	
  deep	
  inui5ons	
  of	
  mankind	
  

•  Present	
  challenge	
  =	
  update	
  Whitehead’s	
  20th	
  
century	
  philosophy	
  of	
  nature	
  in	
  view	
  of	
  21th	
  
century	
  mathema5cs	
  and	
  physics	
  


